1 Kings 21:1-29 Ahab and the vineyard of Naboth

Naboth Is Murdered for His Vineyard

1 And it came to pass after these things that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard which was in
Jezreel, next to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. > So Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying, "Give me
your vineyard, that I may have it for a vegetable garden, because it is near, next to my house; and
for it I will give you a vineyard better than it. Or, if it seems good to you, I will give you its worth in
money."

3 But Naboth said to Ahab, "The Lord forbid that I should give the inheritance of my fathers to
you!"

4 So Ahab went into his house sullen and displeased because of the word which Naboth the
Jezreelite had spoken to him; for he had said, "I will not give you the inheritance of my fathers."
And he lay down on his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no food. s But Jezebel his
wife came to him, and said to him, "Why is your spirit so sullen that you eat no food?"

6 He said to her, "Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to him, 'Give me your vineyard
for money; or else, if it pleases you, I will give you another vineyard for it." And he answered, 'l will
not give you my vineyard."

7 Then Jezebel his wife said to him, "You now exercise authority over Israel! Arise, eat food, and let
your heart be cheerful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite."

3 And she wrote letters in Ahab's name, sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters to the elders
and the nobles who were dwelling in the city with Naboth. o She wrote in the letters, saying,
Proclaim a fast, and seat Naboth with high honor among the people; 10 and seat two men,
scoundrels, before him to bear witness against him, saying, You have blasphemed God and the king.
Then take him out, and stone him, that he may die.

11 So the men of his city, the elders and nobles who were inhabitants of his city, did as Jezebel had
sent to them, as it was written in the letters which she had sent to them. 12 They proclaimed a fast,
and seated Naboth with high honor among the people. 13 And two men, scoundrels, came in and sat
before him; and the scoundrels witnessed against him, against Naboth, in the presence of the people,
saying, "Naboth has blasphemed God and the king!" Then they took him outside the city and stoned
him with stones, so that he died. 14 Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, "Naboth has been stoned and
is dead."

15 And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and was dead, that Jezebel
said to Ahab, "Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to
give you for money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead." 16 So it was, when Ahab heard that Naboth
was dead, that Ahab got up and went down to take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite.

The Lord Condemns Ahab

17 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18 "Arise, go down to meet Ahab
king of Israel, who lives in Samaria. There he is, in the vineyard of Naboth, where he has gone
down to take possession of it. 19 You shall speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the Lord: "Have you



murdered and also taken possession?"' And you shall speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the Lord: "In
the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick your blood, even yours.""

20 So Ahab said to Elijah, "Have you found me, O my enemy?"

And he answered, "I have found you, because you have sold yourself to do evil in the sight of the
Lord: 21 'Behold, I will bring calamity on you. I will take away your posterity, and will cut off from
Ahab every male in Israel, both bond and free. 22 I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, because of the provocation with
which you have provoked Me to anger, and made Israel sin.' 23 And concerning Jezebel the Lord
also spoke, saying, 'The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.' 24 The dogs shall eat whoever
belongs to Ahab and dies in the city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field."

25 But there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in the sight of the Lord,
because Jezebel his wife stirred him up. 26 And he behaved very abominably in following idols,
according to all that the Amorites had done, whom the Lord had cast out before the children of
Israel.

27 So it was, when Ahab heard those words, that he tore his clothes and put sackcloth on his body,
and fasted and lay in sackcloth, and went about mourning.

28 And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29 "See how Ahab has humbled
himself before Me? Because he has humbled himself before Me, I will not bring the calamity in his

days. In the days of his son I will bring the calamity on his house."
NKJV

Facts Revealed:
Naboth Is Murdered for His Vineyard [1 Kings 21:1-16]

2 Ahab the king of Israel ruled the northern ten tribes from the seat of government in Samaria.
He also had a palace in Jezreel about 16 kilometers south-south-east of Nazareth in the Jezreel
valley.

Naboth, a citizen of Jezreel had a vineyard of the inheritance of his fathers which Ahab
coveted.

Ahab offered to buy the vineyard, but Naboth refused to sell it because it was of the
inheritance of his fathers .

Ahab was a sullen man who let his disappointment show at home.

Jezebel, the domineering wife of Ahab devised a deceitful plan to remove Naboth from his
vineyard and have him stoned so she could give his vineyard to Ahab.

15 And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and was dead, that
Jezebel said to Ahab, "Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which
he refused to give you for money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead."

16 So it was, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab got up and went down to take
possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. [1 Kings 21:1-16]

Yahweh Condemned Ahab [1 Kings 21:17-29]

%X 17 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18 "Arise, go down to meet
Ahab king of Israel, who lives in Samaria. There he is, in the vineyard of Naboth, where he
has gone down to take possession of it. 19 You shall speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the Lord:
"Have you murdered and also taken possession?"" And you shall speak to him, saying, 'Thus
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says the Lord: "In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick your

blood, even yours."" [1 Kings 21:17-19]

<> The Word of Yahweh (God the Word John 1:1-2, 14) came to Elijah.

< God was witness to the actions of Ahab and Jezebel.

< God did not intervene to stop the wicked act of deceit and murder.

< God allows the wicked to do evil things to the righteous, it is all recorded in His Book, and
there will be a day of Judgment when Yahweh will call for an accounting. The wicked will
receive their just punishment, and the righteous will receive their just reward.

< Yahweh also witnessed Ahab's action to take possession of the vineyard of Naboth and
sent Elijah to the spot with a message of judgment against Ahab.

< In the same place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs will also lick the blood of
Ahab.

Message to Ahab

X 20 So Ahab said to Elijah, "Have you found me, O my enemy?"

And he answered, "I have found you, because you have sold yourself to do evil in the sight

of the Lord: 21 'Behold, I will bring calamity on you. I will take away your posterity, and

will cut off from Ahab every male in Israel, both bond and free. 22 I will make your

house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son

of Ahijah, because of the provocation with which you have provoked Me to anger, and

made Israel sin.' 23 And concerning Jezebel the Lord also spoke, saying, 'The dogs shall

eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.' 24 The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Ahab and

dies in the city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field." [1 Kings 21:20-24]

< Ahab still considers Elijah to be his enemy because Elijah speaks the words of Yahweh
and those words certainly come to pass.

< Because the wicked can not see God, they turn their hatred toward God's messenger.

<> God pronounced His verdict, to destroy Ahab, Jezebel, and all their house just like He
destroyed the houses of Jeroboam and Baasha.

<> The reason for the judgment is because they provoked God to anger by their sins and their
influence that caused Israel to sin.
%X 25 But there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in the sight of the Lord,
because Jezebel his wife stirred him up. 26 And he behaved very abominably in following
idols, according to all that the Amorites had done, whom the Lord had cast out before the
children of Israel. [1 Kings21:25-26]
<> Though Ahab knew better, he sold his soul to lust and allowed Jezebel to sway him into all
the abominations God had forbidden. [Exodus 23:31-33,34:12-17]

<> Ahab worshipped the golden calves Jeroboam had set up in Dan and Bethel, he married
Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians who worshipped Baal. Ahab built a
temple for Baal in Samaria and set up an altar to Baal in it. Ahab did more evil in the sight
of the Lord than all who were before him. [1 Kings 16:30-34]

Ahab's response to message from Yahweh by Elijah [1 Kings 21:27-29]

% 27 So it was, when Ahab heard those words, that he tore his clothes and put sackcloth on his
body, and fasted and lay in sackcloth, and went about mourning. [1 Kings21:27]

% 738 And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29 "See how Ahab has
humbled himself before Me? Because he has humbled himself before Me, I will not bring
the calamity in his days. In the days of his son I will bring the calamity on his house."
< Yahweh takes notice when we humble ourselves before Him.



